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364 NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

At the National Research Council Building 

May 13, 1919, at 9.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Bancroft, Dunn, Flinn, Hussey, Leuschner, Mathews, 
Merriam, Ransome, Washburn, Woods, Woodward, and Yerkes. 

Mr. Merriam, Chairman of the Council, in the Chair. 

The Chairman announced that President Walcott of the National Academy 
of Sciences had appointed the following Committee on Nominations of 
Members at Large of the Executive Board: Messrs. Dunn (Chairman), 
Merriam and Yerkes. This is a joint committee of the Council of the Acad- 
emy and of the Executive Board of the National Research Council, appoint- 
ment of which was provided for at the joint meeting of these bodies held 
April 30. This Committee will report to a joint meeting of the Council of 
the National Academy and of the Executive Board of the National Research 
Council. 

The Chairman asked consideration of the number of Vice Chairmen to be 
elected under the new organization of the National Research Council, the 
number of Vice Chairmen under the old organization being three. 

Moved: That there be three Vice Chairmen in the new organization of the National 
Research Council. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Washburn, Acting Chairman of the Division of Chemistry and Chemi- 
cal Technology, presented an amended report on the organization of the pro- 
posed International Chemical Union. The original report was presented at 
the meeting of the Executive Board on April 15 and was referred to the 
Division on International Relations. The amended report presented by Mr. 
Washburn, has been printed with the minutes of April 30. 

, Moved: That the plan of organization of the proposed International Chemical Union, as 
circulated with the minutes of April 30, be approved. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the whole question of delegates to international conferences to be held dur- 
ing the coming summer, be left to the Interim Committee with power and that the principle 
be adopted that in naming delegates alternates be named at the same time. (Adopted.) 

Consideration of this report brought up the question of delegates to the 
various international conferences to be held in Europe during the coming 
summer. 

Moved: That the question of delegates for the coming meeting of the International Chemi- 
cal Union be referred to the Division of Chemistry for nominations and that the Division 
report to the Interim Committee. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman submitted for consideration the question of the future of the 
Foreign Research Information Service. Mr. Yerkes, Chairman of the Re- 
search Information Service outlined the history of the Service during the war 
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arid presented argumerits in favor of its continuation. After thorough dis- 
cussion in which Messrs. Dunri, Flinn, Leuschner, Merriam, Woods, Wood- 
ward, and Yerkes participated, the following motion was made. 

Moved: That the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the Research Informal 
tion Service present to the State Department a request that the Foreign Research In- 
formation Service be maintained, that the Scientific Attaches be continued at their present 
posts, that a committee be appointed with power to prepare and present suitable resolutions 
to the proper authorities in regard to the continuation of the Service, and that authority 
to present matters concerning international relations in regard to scientific research to the 
League of Nations at its meeting in Washington be left to the Committee with power. 

(Adopted.) 

Appointed: Messrs. Bancroft, Dunn, Merriam, Mathews, Yerkes 
(Chairman). 

The Chairman submitted for consideration the question of the organiza- 
tion of the Government Division. After a general discussion of the subject in 
which practically all of the members of the Board participated, it was referred 
back to the Committee on Organization of the Government Division for future 
consideration. 

The Chairman presented a communication from Mr. Johnston, Chair- 
man of the Section on Industrial Research under the old organization of the 
Council, proposing that in accordance with action taken on April 8, re- 
garding the organization of the Division of Industrial Relations under the 
new organization, the membership of the Division be constituted as follows: 

The Chairman, Division of Physical Sciences, Charles E. Mendenhall (A. 
O. Leuschner, Acting Chairman). * 

The Chairman, Division of Engineering, Henry M. Howe (G. H. 
Clevenger, Acting Chairman). 

The Chairman, Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technology, W. D. 
Bancroft (E. W. Washburn, Acting Chairman). 

One representative of the Bureau of Chemistry, H. D. Gibbs. 

One representative of the Bureau of Mines, F. G. Cottrell, (A. E. Wells, 
Acting). 

One representative of the Bureau of Standards, G. K. Burgess. 

Members at large of whom one-third shall serve for one year, one-third for 
two years, one- third for three years, the terms to be determined by lot: Leo 
H. Baekeland, John J. Carty, Gano Dunn, Alfred D. Flinn, Harrison E. 
Howe, John Johnston, C. E. K. Mees, Walter Rautenstrauch, C. P. Town- 
send, E. W. Washburn, and W. R. Whitney. Nomination of the twelfth 
member at large to be deferred. 

Moved: That the foregoing nominations be approved with the recommendation to the 
President of the National Academy of Sciences that the nominees be appointed members 
of the National Research Council and assigned to the Division of Industrial Relations. 

(Adopted.) 
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The Chairman stated that there was some question as to whether the 
Research Council should consider the salaries of Government employees 
having to do with research, in connection with the present movement of 
reclassification. It was the sense of the Executive Board that no action be 
taken. 

Mr. Yerkes, Chairman of the Research Information Service, presented the 
following report: 

In accordance with the action taken by the Interim Committee April 8, 1919 to the 
effect "that the Research Information Service secure information on the plans of the Gov- 
ernment for the publication of results of scientific investigations bearing on the war," the 
Chairman of the Division of Research Information has made inquiries in the office of the 
Secretary of War and of the War Plans Division of the General Staff. 

It appears that no general plan for the publication of scientific materials relating to mili- 
tary problems has been formulated. The several military departments or bureaus are 
proceeding with arrangements for the assembling and publication of their respective materials. 
It is desired by the Chief of the War Plans Division of the General Staff that plans for the 
preparation and publication of materials, as well as completed manuscripts, be submitted 
to him for consideration and approval before further action is taken. 

Moved: That the report of Mr. Yerkes with reference to the plans of the Government 
for the publication of results of scientific investigations bearing on the war be approved and 
spread on the minutes. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Dunn asked whether action was being taken in regard to retaining 
possession of the government furniture now in use by the Council. The Chair- 
man stated that the matter was under consideration and that a report in 
regard to the same was expected in a short time. 

The Secretary presented the report of the Treasurer, which was approved. 

Paul Brockett, Assistant Secretary. 



